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A small change will make a big difference ~From “Vertical” to “Horizontal”~

(E5H)

Japan used to be one of the most developed and richest countries in the world,
but poverty is one of the serious problems for us to solve today. From a short-term
perspective, we need to donate food or money to help those in need. From a
middle-term perspective, we need to change rules or systems of our society. But we
propose a solution in a psychological approach from a long-term perspective. It is an
approach to change the values of the Japanese, especially of future readers. We find
a problem and solution in ranking tables for students to choose their colleges, since



those ranking tables might have influenced high school students' mentality.

We Japanese tend to compare ourselves with others, whether we are inferior to
others or not. We often worry about our ranks or levels where they belong. High
school students in Japan may have developed their sense of superiority or inferiority
complex because of those tables. We propose to change the style of the ranking
table, from vertical to horizontal, at high schools in Japan. With the horizontal
ranking table, students would be less worried about their rank, whether the others
are superior to them or not. We want to stop high school students from classifying
themselves, superior or inferior to others, and want future readers to be “real”
leaders. From “vertical” to “horizontal”’, this is our solution to solve the problems
such as poverty in Japan from a long-term point of view in post-pandemic era.
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